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Roles and Responsibilities- General Practitioner 

General Practitioners play a crucial role in the healthcare system, serving as the first point of contact for 

patients seeking medical care. Here are the typical roles and responsibilities of a General Practitioner: 

1. Primary Care Provider: 

• GPs serve as primary care physicians, providing general medical care to patients of all ages and 

backgrounds. 

• They diagnose and treat a wide range of acute and chronic medical conditions. 

• GPs are responsible for managing patients' overall health and well-being. 

2. Diagnosis and Treatment: 

• GPs perform physical examinations, take medical histories, and order diagnostic tests to identify medical 

issues. 

• They prescribe medications, administer vaccinations, and develop treatment plans for patients. 

• GPs provide preventive care and health education to help patients maintain their well-being. 

3. Referral and Coordination: 

• GPs refer patients to specialists or other healthcare providers when necessary for specialized care. 

• They coordinate with specialists and other members of the healthcare team to ensure comprehensive care 

for patients. 

4. Chronic Disease Management: 

• GPs manage chronic medical conditions such as diabetes, hypertension, asthma, and heart disease. 

• They monitor patients' conditions, adjust treatment plans, and provide education on managing chronic 

illnesses. 

5. Preventive Medicine: 

• GPs focus on preventive healthcare, including conducting regular check-ups, screenings, and 

immunizations. 

• They provide guidance on lifestyle factors such as diet, exercise, and smoking cessation to prevent health 

problems. 

6. Family and Community Health: 

• GPs often provide care to entire families, from newborns to elderly patients. 

• They may be involved in community health initiatives, promoting public health and wellness. 

7. Emergency Care: 

• GPs are equipped to handle medical emergencies that patients present with in their clinics. 

• They stabilize patients when needed and refer them to appropriate facilities for further care. 



8. Mental Health Care: 

• Many GPs in Melbourne are trained to diagnose and manage common mental health conditions like anxiety 

and depression. 

• They may offer counseling and prescribe medications when necessary. 

9. Record Keeping and Documentation: 

• GPs maintain detailed medical records, including patient histories, diagnoses, treatment plans, and test 

results. 

• Accurate record-keeping is essential for providing continuity of care and ensuring patient safety. 

10. Continuing Medical Education: 

• GPs in Melbourne are required to engage in ongoing professional development to stay current with 

medical advancements and best practices. 

11. Cultural Sensitivity: 

• Given Melbourne's cultural diversity, GPs should be culturally sensitive and able to provide care that 

respects patients' cultural beliefs and backgrounds. 

It's important to note that while these are typical responsibilities of General Practitioners, the specific 

duties may vary depending on the clinic, patient population, and geographical location. 

 


